Questions and answers on plain
packaging in Australia
Prepared by the Cancer Council Victoria

Facts sheet no. 2:
What has happened to sales of tobacco
products since the implementation of
plain packaging in Australia?
Australian tobacco companies have claimed that sales and consumption of tobacco products in
Australia have increased since the introduction of plain packaging. This paper describes the data on
which these claims are based, and some important factors to consider when interpreting such data.
It also presents alternative data suggesting a continuation of declines in tobacco consumption in
Australia.

2.1. Doesn’t industry data suggest that sales of tobacco products have
increased in Australia since the introduction of plain packaging?
Figures on sales of tobacco products provided by tobacco companies to the UK Chantler review[1]
and elsewhere early in 2014 are based on ‘Exchange of Sales’ data from InfoView Technologies.
British American Tobacco and others have reported that sales shipments of tobacco products were
500 million sticks or 0.26% (just over one quarter of one percent) higher in the calendar year 2013
compared to the year 2012—see figure 1.[2] The Australian newspaper ran several articles reporting
and commenting on these claims.[3],[4] [5-9]
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Figure 1 Volume of sales by Australian tobacco manufacturers, annual totals, calendar years
Source: Data provided to Australian tobacco manufacturers from Infoview Technologies Pty Ltd
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Sales of tobacco products can be measured in many different ways—as sales by manufacturers to
wholesalers; as sales by wholesalers to retailers; or as sales by retailers to consumers. Cigarettes and
other tobacco products have a relatively long shelf-life (up to one year), so it is possible for the stock
sold by companies to wholesalers to be purchased by consumers many months later. Some stock
sold by wholesalers to retailers will pass its ‘best before’ date and be returned to companies for
destruction and replacement without ever being sold to consumers. As discussed below, different
pictures of sales emerge depending on the sources of data and the reporting timeframe.

2.2. Haven’t sales declined by less than in previous years?
Industry sources have contrasted the increase in company shipments in 2013 with an average 3%
decline in volumes between 2004 and 2012. This is a misleading comparison for several reasons:

It does not take into account population growth.
The population of Australia increased by 1.8% in the 12 months to the September 13 quarter , more
than six times the 0.3% purported growth in sales of tobacco products. This suggests that per capita
sales of tobacco products are continuing to decline, even using the InfoView data. Using September
quarter population estimates, per capita sales as reported by InfoView in fact would have fallen by
1.4%.

It doesn’t take into account the very large tax increase in 2010.
Generally in Australia over the past 15 years, sales have declined sharply only after major increases
in excise and customs duty, such as those that occurred in Nov 1999–Jun 2000 and in April 2010
after what was the largest single increase in tobacco taxes in Australia’s history.[10] This 25%
increase would have contributed to reduced sales in 2010 (during which time prices were very high
for 8 months) compared to 2009 (with 12 months at the lower prices) and in 2011 (with 12 months
of higher prices) compared to 2010 (when cigarette prices were substantially lower for the first four
months of the year). With no real increase in excise/customs duty in the period from May 2010 to
November 2013, one would not have expected a decline in sales any greater than 0.5% per capita
between 2011 and 2012 going on pre-2010 historical trends.

The policy may have exerted effects on consumption in 2012.
The tobacco industry is pointing to the fact that InfoView figures for the 2013 calendar year are
higher than those for the 2012 year as evidence that plain packaging has led to increased sales;
however, the legislation came into effect months before the end of the 2012 calendar year. While
retailers were prohibited from selling non-compliant stock after 1st December 2012, the legislation in
fact required manufacturers to produce only compliant packs from the 1st October 2012, and many
packs sold during the months of October and November 2012 were also plain. A study conducted in
Victoria in November 2012[11] indicated that the percentage of smokers using plain packs increased
from 57% in the first week of November to 66% in the second week, 80% in the third week and over
85% by the end of November. Comparing 2012 and 2013 figures as evidence of sales pre- and postplain packaging is therefore misrepresentative, as sales in 2012 were already subject to effects of the
policy.
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There are at least three further factors that would work to artificially reduce the 2012 and increase
the 2013 out-of-factory sales figures relative to a year where no changes were occurring.

Under-production in 2012 would have helped to prevent accumulation of stock noncompliant from Dec 1.
Retailers would have been liable for substantial fines had they sold non-compliant stock after the 1st
December 2012 implementation date. Wholesalers and retailers would not have wanted to be
caught out with non-compliant stock remaining in December 2012, so manufacturers/importers may
have under-produced or under-sold some stocklines in the months leading up to implementation. An
audit of retailers throughout Australia conducted between June 2012 and February 2013 found
evidence of considerable stock shortages in December 2012—see table 1 row b, December column
compared to other columns.[12] The undersupply that resulted in these shortages would have
artificially lowered the 2012 figure and additional volumes early in 2013 (to replace the shortages)
would have artificially inflated 2013 figures.

Table 1 Extract from research paper showing stock shortages in December 2012
a.

Source: Wakefield, Bayly and Scollo, 2013[12]

Inventory recovery in 2013 would have artificially inflated sales.
Fully-branded stock that was not sold before the 1st December 2012 could be returned to the
Australian Taxation Office or the Australian Customs and Border Protection Agency for destruction
and return of the excise or customs duty that had already been paid on this stock. As indicated in
their annual reports, $366m in excise duty was refunded by the Australian Taxation Office and
almost $100m was refunded to importers by the Australian Customs and Border Protection
Services—see extracts from annual reports below. Total excise and customs revenue on tobacco in
2012-13 was $7.7b.[13] So this $466m could represent well over 5% of total clearances. Additional
stock produced early in 2013—stock to replace the shortages (referred to in point 4 above) and the
residual non-compliant stock that was destroyed— would have artificially inflated sales figures in
2013.
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Source: Extract from Australian Taxation Office Annual report 2012–13[14]

Source: Extract from Australian Customs and Border Protection Service, Annual report 201213[15]

Stockpiling prior to 1 December 2013 increase in excise duty would have inflated 2013
figures.
In August 2013, the former Government announced a series of four 12.5% increases in
excise/customs duty to occur on 1 December 2013 and 1 September 2014, 2015 and 2016.[16, 17]
These increases are approximately half the magnitude of the 25% increase in duty/customs that
occurred on 29th April 2010. Excise or customs duty must be paid before tobacco products are
released for home consumption, but may be paid while stock is still in the warehouse. While the Tax
Office does impose quotas on companies to discourage anticipatory selling/buying and stockpiling
ahead of increases in excise/customs duty,[16] it was evident from the ‘bump’ in industry monthly
sales figures that some pre-stocking did occur prior to the large tax increase in December 2013—see
last section of figure 2. This would also have increased sales figures in 2013, with retailers likely to
have purchased sufficient stock to cover not just December but some weeks after 1st January 2014 as
well.
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Evidence of stockpiling prior to the
12.5% tax increase in December 2013

Figure 2 Extract from BAT materials
Source: InfoView Technologies data provided to Australian tobacco manufacturers

Sales at the retail level may show a pattern of changes that is different to the pattern of
changes seen in industry shipments.
As confirmed by industry executives in interviews with British paediatrician Sir Cyril Chantler, who
undertook a review of the evidence on plain packaging for the British Government early in 2014, the
InfoView figures are based not on sales of packs from retail outlets to customers, but rather on sales
by manufacturers to wholesalers in each calendar year—see bottom of page 7 of the transcript at
http://www.kcl.ac.uk/health/Packaging-review/packaging-reviewdocs/meetingsandbriefings/British-American-Tobacco-Australian-and-Imperial-Tobacco-Australia12-March-2014.pdf
In its annual report to shareholders, British American Tobacco (which has the largest market share of
the three major companies operating in Australia) stated that volumes were lower for the 2013
reporting year—see top of page 32 of the annual report.[18] It is not clear in this instance whether
the company is referring to wholesale or retail sales. An industry-funded report concerning
estimates of use of illicit tobacco[19] also incidentally included an estimate of consumption of taxpaid tobacco (based on estimated weight of tobacco sold) at 0.5% lower in 2013 than in 2012.
In April 2013, the CEO of major tobacco company Imperial Tobacco Company noted a decline in
tobacco product sales during the first half of the company’s 1 October to 30 September reporting
cycle (from 1st October 2012 to 31st March 2013):
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“As I'm looking at Asia Pacific, I should also mention Australia, we've had the first six months
of the plain pack environment in Australia. We've seen the market decline roughly 2% to 3%,
so maybe not as bad as we might have anticipated.”
Transcript of Imperial Tobacco half-year 2013 results - Interview with Alison Cooper, CEO,
and Bob Dyrbus, FD
Unlike in New Zealand,[20] tobacco companies in Australia are not required to report on sales of
products and only extremely limited information on sales at the retail level is available, mostly only
through subscription to services or purchase of highly aggregated reports produced by third party
companies.
Euromonitor estimates
Data produced by the international independent business data company, Euromonitor, show sales
declining between 2012 and 2013—see table 2.5.2 at
http://www.tobaccoinaustralia.org.au/chapter-2-consumption/2-5-industry-sales-figures-asestimates-for-consum
2.3. What do official government data suggest about consumption?
It should be remembered that sales are only one estimate of population consumption. It is also
possible to quantify consumption by examining spending patterns, data on clearances of products at
point payment of excise or customs duty, and (combined with data on smoking prevalence)
consumer reports of how much they smoke each day, week or month.
The ABS National Accounts data include estimates of household spending on various consumer
products. The estimates of ‘Private Final Consumption’ for tobacco products are derived in part
from clearance data, adjusted upward to allow for estimated company and retail margins.[21]
Private final consumption data are expressed in several ways in the material produced by the
Australian Bureau of Statistics[22]: as an unadjusted set of figures; as a set of figures adjusted for
seasonal variation (such as people tending to buy more before half-yearly duty/price increases); and
as a set of figures adjusted for seasonal variation and for changing prices over time.[21] The figures
fluctuate quite markedly between quarters so it is safer to look at longer term trends and more
aggregated data (annual rather than quarterly). Using the so-called chain volume seasonally
adjusted figures, spending on tobacco products appears to have declined from $14,368m in the 12
months to the end of September 2012 (prior to plain packs appearing in the market) to $14,038m in
the 12 months from the beginning of October 2012 to the end of September 2013 (coinciding with
the introduction of plain packs on the market but excluding the period in which excise and customs
duty increased by 12.5% (1 December 2013). Taking into account increases in population over the
last four years (estimated consumption divided by the number of Australians fifteen and over) priceadjusted spending appears to have declined by approximately 4% —see figure 3.
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Figure 3 Estimated amount spent on tobacco per Australian 15 years and over, 12
months to Sept 30 for 2009 to 2013
Source: ABS National Accounts, Private Final Consumption, Chain volume measure, seasonally
adjusted

What about the Australian newspaper’s interpretations of Government figures?
Accompanying an opinion piece by economist Judith Sloane, on the 16th June 2014, the Australian
newspaper depicted three further sets of Government figures purporting to support the notion that
sales had increased—see graphic below, figure 5. This figure comprises three smaller graphs—a, b
and c:
a. one that shows Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) estimates of quarterly household
spending on tobacco products between 2011 and 2013 (from National Accounts data);
b. one that shows ABS data on imports of tobacco products; and
c. a representation of forecast and actual revenue from tobacco products from the
Australian Budget papers between 2007–08 and 2012–13, with projections to 2014–15.
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a. Spending on tobacco
Sloane makes much of an apparent increase
between the March and December 2013 quarters,
however, there is always significant variation
between quarters in the national accounts data.
As discussed above, it is the 1st October 2012 to
30th September 2013 12-month figures that
should be of most interest—before the
introduction of plain packaging compared to the
12 months after (prior to the excise increase on 1st
December 2013). Figure 4 above shows a
continuing decline in seasonally adjusted (price
adjusted) estimated per capita spending between
these periods.
b. Tobacco imports
The ABS figures on imports are of little
consequence in isolation given that companies are
moving production of more and more brands
offshore: increases in imports would be offset by
reductions in excise clearances. While several
years ago most products were manufactured in
Australia, increasingly brands which were once
locally produced are now being imported. Imperial
brands are now all produced offshore, as are an
increasing number of BATA brands other than
Winfield. Both Philip Morris[23] and British
American Tobacco[24] have announced that they
are to move all production offshore.
c. Tobacco excise estimate
The graph opposite prepared by Sinclair Davidson
purports to demonstrate that final revenue from
tobacco was much higher than expected in 201213. However the $7660 ‘actual’ figure for tobacco
is not for just for ‘excise’ but also for customs
duty—, an increasingly large component of the
total with the growth in imports as described
above. (Until 2012–13, only projected excise
revenue was included as a line item in the Budget
papers. Revenue from customs duty on cigarettes
and other tobacco products was combined with
estimates for revenue from other goods attracting
customs duty. From 2012-13 onwards the
Government is reporting on tobacco excise and
customs duty combined.)

Figure 4 Graphics from the Australian
newspaper, 16 June 2014
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While the interpretations above are problematic, it should be acknowledged that expenditure
estimates are not ideal as a means of monitoring tobacco consumption. Their accuracy depends on
the extent to which the tobacco sub-index of the Consumer Price Index reflects tobacco prices
across the whole market. Any lag in adjustments to the surveys on which this index is based would
result in lower chain volume measurements than might be justified. A much better estimate of
tobacco consumption is provided by looking directly at the actual clearances of tobacco products.

Official customs and excise receipts
Customs and excise clearances are generally regarded as the most reliable indicator of population
consumption, however, taxpayer confidentiality provisions have prevented the Australian
Government from releasing detailed data on product type and clearances since 2011 when one of
the three major manufacturing companies moved production offshore. (Having only two
manufacturers paying excise duty in the country meant that release of total excise clearances would
have informed each company of the competitors payments and therefore sales.) In spite of this
restriction, monthly data on clearances for payment of excise and customs duty on tobacco products
between July 2010 and April 2015 were in fact recently posted on the Australian Government
Treasury website in its log of documents that had been provided to an unstated applicant under
Freedom of Information legislation—see http://www.treasury.gov.au/Access-toInformation/DisclosureLog/2015/1703. This newly available data provides another way of looking at
possible trends in consumption in Australia. Monthly data may give some indication of the effects of
plain packaging prior to and over and above the effects of large tax increases that came into force 13
and 21 months after the introduction of the policy on 1st December 2013, and 1st September 2014.
(These 12.5% increases in excise/custom duty at that time were expected to increase prices by about
10%, resulting in 4% declines in per capita consumption (year-on-year).)
The data are in the form of monthly figures for clearances for home (in Australia) consumption of
i) number of sticks of factory-made (FM) cigarettes and ii) per kilogram of tobacco for other products
(cigars, smoking tobacco for roll-your-own (RYO) cigarettes or pipes) on which either a. excise duty
or b. customs duty has been paid, giving four sets of figures. The four sets of figures need to be
added together to get a total picture of clearances, particularly over the recent period of time where
the two biggest companies operating in Australia (British American Tobacco and Philip Morris) have
progressively shifted manufacture of more and more of their brands to off-shore facilities—so that a
greater proportion of products in each year since 2010 have been subject to customs duty and a
lesser proportion to excise duty. It is also possible that trends in consumer use of RYO cigarettes
differ from those of FM cigarettes. Looking only at excise figures or only at cigarettes would thus not
provide a complete picture of consumption trends.
As indicated in figure 5 below, the monthly figures are consistently higher in the month before
excise/customs duties have increased in Australia—that is, the months prior to February and August
2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013, prior to March and September in 2014 and 2015, and prior to large real
pre-announced increases in the duty in December 2013 and September 2014 (depicted as green bars
in figure 5 below). As is also indicated in figure 5 below, the data set are subject not just to the
predictable surges prior to the introduction of tax increases but also to several other one-off factors
resulting in atypically high months at particular times. The introduction of plain packaging resulted in
an atypically large number of packs being cleared in the month starting 1st October 2012 (the date
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from which all packs had to be manufactured in compliance with the new requirements). There is no
doubt that the figures leading up to the large increase in excise/customs duty on the 1st December
2013 would be higher than they otherwise would be, especially since the increase was announced in
August and confirmed in early September 2013. The monthly figures are also notably high for June
2014 and December 2014. These irregularities make interpretation difficult—very different
estimates are obtained depending on starting and ending dates.
Table 2 sets out total clearances and changes in clearances for three possible 12-month periods
following the introduction of plain packaging.

Table 2 Estimates of total clearances pre & post PP—three different 12-month comparison
periods
2
1st November
to 31st October
2011
2012
2013 (post PP)
2014
2015
2011 to 2012
2012 to 2013
2013 to 2014

3
1stDecember to 30th
November

4
1st January to 31st
December

22,586,149,931
22,477,843,324
21,617,767,771
20,089,000,562

22,045,791,816
22,185,419,710
22,016,130,420
19,352,031,234

21,995,251,070
22,220,312,477
21,471,227,320
19,772,348,121

-0.5%
-3.8%
-7.1%

0.6%
-0.8%
-12.1%

1.0%
-3.4%
-7.9%

Note: Tobacco products include both cigarettes and other tobacco products such as smoking tobacco and cigars (converted to cigarette stick equivalents). ATO
totals but not those for Customs are also net of tobacco products destroyed with the introduction of packaging. Between December 2012 and May 2013,
Customs Tobacco refund Scheme refunded duty previously paid on 191,848,090 sticks and 73,742.32 kgs of tobacco.

Table 3 presents the same information as in table 2, divided by the estimated total Australian
resident population in June each year (data obtained from ABS) in order to take account of the
considerable population growth over the period. All three of these comparisons suggest an
acceleration of declines—roughly a doubling of per capita declines—in clearances following the
introduction of plain packaging.
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Table 3 Estimates of total per capita clearances pre & post PP—three different 12-month
comparison periods
2
1st November
to 31st October
2011
2012
2013 (post PP)
2014
2015
2011 to 2012
2012 to 2013
2013 to 2014

3
1stDecember to 30th
November

4
1st January to 31st
December

1011
989
935
856

987
976
952
824

985
978
929
842

-2.2%
-5.4%
-8.5%

-1.1%
-2.4%
-13.4%

-0.7%
-5.0%
-9.3%
st

Source: CCV analysis of clearance data released under FOI request, disclosed August 2015, revised 21 August
2015, see http://www.treasury.gov.au/Access-to-Information/DisclosureLog/2015/1703.
Note: Tobacco products include both cigarettes and other tobacco products such as smoking tobacco and cigars (converted to cigarette stick equivalents). ATO
totals but not those for Customs are also net of tobacco products destroyed with the introduction of packaging. Between December 2012 and May 2013,
Customs Tobacco refund Scheme refunded duty previously paid on 191,848,090 sticks and 73,742.32 kgs of tobacco.

Table 4 sets out the estimated reductions, per capita, in clearances following introduction of the
policy for four possible starting months and seven possible periods of time.

Table 4 Percentage change in per capita clearances in Australia between 2012 and 2013—28
different possible starting dates and time periods
Periods
commencing

October 11 and
October 12

6 months

+--

7 months

+--

8 months

+--

–2.5

9 months

+---

–1.7

–6.9
–6.5

November 11 and
November 2012

December 11 and
December 2012

January 2012 and
January 2013

++ - -

+- -

–11.9

++ -

+--

–4.9

++ - -

++--

+- -

–6.7

++ -

+---

–3.7

++ - - -

++ - - -

–7.5

++ - - -

++ - -

+---

–5.4

++ - -

++---

–6.4

+++ - - -

++ - - - -

–5.3

++ - - - -

++ - - -

++ - - -

–7.6

+++ - -

++ - - - -

–4.6 +++ - - - -

++ - - - -

++ - - - - -

–0.6 +++ - - - -

+++ - - - -

–5.0 +++ - - - -

+++ - - - -

–2.8++++ - - - -

10 months

++ - - -

–4.2 +++ - - -

++ - - -

–5.8

+++ - - -

11 months

++ - - - -

–2.8 +++ - - - -

++ - - - -

–2.2

++++ - - -

+++ - - - - -

–4.4++++ - - - -

12 months

++ - - - - -

–5.4 ++++ - - -

+++ - - - - -

–2.4+++++ - - - -

++ 0.4+++ - - - -

+++ - - - -

+---

+---

–4.5

+++ - - - -

+++ - - - -

–0.7

–5.0++++ - - - - st

Source: CCV analysis of clearance data released under FOI request, disclosed August 2015, revised 21 August
2015, see http://www.treasury.gov.au/Access-to-Information/DisclosureLog/2015/1703.
Note: Tobacco products include both cigarettes and other tobacco products such as smoking tobacco and cigars (converted to cigarette stick equivalents). ATO
totals but not those for Customs are also net of tobacco products destroyed with the introduction of packaging. Between December 2012 and May 2013,
Customs Tobacco refund Scheme refunded duty previously paid on 191,848,090 sticks and 73,742.32 kgs of tobacco.
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Figure 5 Total number of units for which monthly excise and customs clearances were paid for all tobacco products—Australia, July 2010 to
April 2015
Source: clearance data released under FOI request, disclosed August 2015 Source: http://www.treasury.gov.au/Access-to-Information/DisclosureLog/2015/1703.
Note: Tobacco products include both cigarettes and other tobacco products such as smoking tobacco and cigars (converted to cigarette stick equivalents). ATO totals but not those for Customs are also net of tobacco products destroyed with the
introduction of packaging. Between December 2012 and May 2013, Customs Tobacco refund Scheme refunded duty previously paid on 191,848,090 sticks and 73,742.32 kgs of tobacco.
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While the estimate of the extent of reduction in clearances is obviously highly sensitive to the choice
of starting date and the period covered, as shown in table 4, all but one of 28 plausible comparisons
suggest a decline in clearances following the implementation of plain packaging in Australia and
prior to the 1st December 2013 increase in excise duty.

2.4. What do other government data suggest about consumption?
While not informative about changes between 2012 and 2013, data on reported numbers of
cigarettes smoked from Australia’s National Drug Strategy Household Survey (conducted between
February and November 2013, four to ten months after the introduction of plain packaging) indicate
large declines among remaining smokers between 2010 and 2013—see figure 6.
160.0
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120.0
100.0
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80.0

2013

60.0
40.0
20.0
0.0
18–24 25–29 30–39 40–49 50–59 60–69 70+
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18+

Figure 6 Mean number of cigarettes smoked per week, smokers(a) aged 12 years or older,
by age and sex, 2010 to 2013 (number)
Source: report on the 2013 National Drug Strategy Household Survey, AIWH 2014,
http://www.aihw.gov.au/publication-detail/?id=60129549469&tab=3.

2.5 What do other surveys tell us about consumption?
The Roy Morgan Research Establishment survey is a stratified national survey of approximately 1000
Australians every week for 50 weeks of the year. It is a printed questionnaire which householders
complete to be collected by field workers. It asks whether people have smoked in the last three
months and how often people currently smoke factory-made cigarettes, roll-your-own cigarettes,
pipe tobacco and cigars. This is a proprietary survey, data from which must be purchased. Purchase
costs are substantial and to date no academic researchers have published analyses using these data.
However, the company itself has released some data related to smoking behaviour as part of an
ongoing project with the insurance industry intended to promote healthy behaviour.
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In figure 7 an index has been created to reflect ‘smoking health’ which is an inverse of the overall
level of smoking in the population taking into account both the number of people smoking and the
frequency of smoking.

Figure 7 Alere Wellness Index Sub-Indices Scores 2007 to 2014 including Smoking Health
Index (in purple, mostly at the top of the graph)
Source: Roy Morgan Research http://www.roymorgan.com/findings/5674-state-of-the-nation-launchspotlight-on-health-july-2014-201407082335

This index indicates a decline in smoking following the April 2010 increase in excise duty, a flattening
off in early 2012 and the a continuation in the decline (indicated by the upward path of the ‘smoking
health’ index.
Note that a continuous tracking survey conducted for the Government between April 2012 and
March 2014 indicated no reduction in reported average daily number of cigarettes smoked among
continuing smokers between April–September 2012 and December 2012 to November 2013.[25]
This suggests that most of the improvement in the Smoking Health Index may have been driven by
declines in the prevalence of smoking.
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2.6. What can be concluded from all these different figures?
The introduction of plain packaging would have caused major disruptions to inventory production,
distribution and stock levels. Comparison of wholesale shipment figures between the years before,
during and immediately after implementation provide only rough guidance as to changes in retail
sales and likely changes in consumption by consumers. Data from independent market intelligence
companies and reports by tobacco companies to their shareholders suggest at least an immediate
decline in sales. Government excise and customs clearances also fell in the calendar year following
implementation. Given that reported numbers of cigarettes smoked per day did not appear to
decline among those people who continued to smoke following implementation of the policy,[25] it
seems likely that the reduction in sales, government clearances and population spending on tobacco
products result from a decline in the proportions of Australians smoking.
Official government data from 2014 and beyond suggest a continuing decline in per capita
consumption of tobacco products in Australia. The extent of reduction in clearances over the most
recent 12 months following two substantial increases in excise/customs duty on tobacco products
suggests a rate of decline greater than would be predicted based on established estimates of price
elasticity alone.

For further facts sheets on plain packaging in Australia see
https://www.cancervic.org.au/plainfacts/browse.asp?ContainerID=factsheets1
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