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HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE

Supplementary Form s95

for projects using personal information from a Commonwealth agency, without participant consent

(Section 95 of the Privacy Act 1988 – http://www.nhmrc.gov.au/publications/synopses/e26syn.htm)
	1.1
	Project title:
	

	1.2
	Principal Investigator(s):
	

	2. 
	What data items are being sought?



	The Information Privacy Principles (IPPs) govern the collection, use and disclosure of personal information held by Commonwealth agencies.  In some instances the Information Privacy Principles, authorise the use of the s95 Guidelines in order to conduct activities involving personal information without consent from individuals to whom the information relates, where the public interest in the research substantially outweighs the public interest in the protection of individual privacy.  Ethics approval must be obtained.

	2.1
	Please explain why consent will not be sought.


	

	2.2
	Could the research be carried out using non-identifiable  information?
	YES / NO

	
	If ‘No’ please explain why the research could not be carried out using non-identifiable information.



	3.1
	Please indicate with an ‘X’ in the right-hand column, which of the following IPPs this research will breach.

	
	IPP1 – Manner and purpose of collection of personal information
	

	
	IPP 10 – Limits on disclosure of personal information
	

	3.2 a)
	Does the public interest in collecting or using this information substantially outweigh the need to protect individual privacy?
	YES / NO

	3.2 b)
	If ‘Yes’ please give reasons why the proposed collection/use of this information is in the public interest.



	3.3
	Please indicate with an ‘X’ in the right-hand column, which of the following issues should be considered when weighing the public interest in this research.

	3.3 a)
	The degree to which the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics is likely to contribute to:

	
	(i)
	The identification, prevention or treatment of illness, injury or disease;
	

	
	(ii)
	Scientific understanding relating to health;
	

	
	(iii)
	The protection of the health of individuals and/or communities;
	

	
	(iv)
	The improved delivery of health services;
	

	
	(v)
	Scientific understanding or knowledge;
	

	3.3 b)
	Any likely benefits to individuals, to the category of persons to which they belong, or the wider community that will arise from the research, or the compilation or analysis of statistics being undertaken in the manner proposed;
	

	3.3 c)
	Whether the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics design can be satisfied without infringement of an IPP and the scientific defects in the activity that might arise if the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics was not conducted in the manner proposed;
	

	3.3 d)
	The financial costs of not undertaking the research (to government, the public, the health care system, etc);
	

	3.3 e)
	The public importance of the research
	

	3.3 f)
	The extent to which the data being sought are ordinarily available to the public from the Commonwealth agency; and
	

	
	(i)
	Whether the research involves use of the data in a way which is inconsistent with the purpose for which the data were made public; and
	

	
	(ii)
	Whether the medical research requires an alteration of the format of the data of a kind that would, if used by an agency, involve a breach of an IPP.
	

	3.3 g)
	Whether the risk of harm to a person whose personal information is to be used in proposed research is minimal, having regard to the elements of that research provided in response to paragraph 2.3 of the Section 95 Guidelines;
	

	3.3 h)
	The standards of conduct to be observed in the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics, including:
	

	
	(i)
	The study design and the scientific or other credentials of those involved in conducting the study;
	

	
	(ii)
	If the study involves contact with participants, the procedures or controls that will apply to ensure participants are treated with integrity and sensitivity, including whether questions to be asked or procedures to be employed are intrusive;
	

	
	(iii)
	Whether access to health information is restricted to appropriate personnel involved in conducting the proposed study;
	

	
	(iv)
	The procedures to be followed to ensure the information will not be published in a form that identifies particular individuals or from which an individual’s identity can be reasonably ascertained; and
	

	
	(v)
	The procedures to be followed at the completion of the proposed study to ensure that all data containing personal information are at least as secure as they were in the sources from which the data were obtained, including the date when the data will be destroyed or returned.
	

	4.
	Certification by Principal Investigator

	
	I confirm that the above details are correct.

Signature:  ________________________________________  Date:  _____________

Name (please print):  

_________________________________________________________________
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