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HUMAN RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEE

Supplementary Form HPP

for projects using health information from the Victorian Cancer Registry 

or a Victorian organisation, without participant consent

(Statutory Guidelines on Research for the Health Records Act 2001 (Vic) - www.health.vic.gov.au/hsc)
	1.1 
	Project title:
	

	1.2
	Principal Investigator(s):
	

	2.
	What data items are being sought?



	The Health Privacy Principles (Vic) (HPPs) govern the collection, use and disclosure of health information held by Victorian organisations.  In some instances the Health Privacy Principles, authorise the use of the Statutory Guidelines on Research in order to conduct research activities involving health information without consent from individuals to whom the information relates, where the public interest in the research substantially outweighs the public interest in the protection of individual privacy.  Ethical approval must be obtained.

	3.
	Please explain why consent will not be sought.


	

	4.1
	Could the research be carried out using non-identifiable information?
	YES / NO

	
	If ‘No’ please explain why the research could not be carried out using non-identifiable information.



	4.2
	Please indicate with an ‘X’ in the right-hand column which of the following HPPs this research will breach.

	
	HPP 1 –Collection
	

	
	HPP 2 – Use and Disclosure
	

	4.3
	Does the public interest in collecting or using this information substantially outweigh the need to protect individual privacy?
	YES / NO

	
	If ‘Yes’ please give reasons why the proposed collection/use/disclosure of this information is in the public interest.



	4.4
	Please indicate with an ‘X’ in the right-hand column which of the following issues should be considered when weighing the public interest in this research.

	4.4 a)
	The degree to which the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics is in the public interest;
	

	4.4 b)
	The degree to which the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics is likely to contribute to:
	

	
	(i)
	The identification, prevention or treatment of illness, injury or disease;
	

	
	(ii)
	Scientific understanding relating to health;
	

	
	(iii)
	The protection of the health of individuals and/or communities;
	

	
	(iv)
	The improved delivery of health, disability or aged care services;
	

	
	(v)
	Enhanced scientific understanding or knowledge;
	

	
	(vi)
	Enhanced knowledge within the fields of social science and the humanities;
	

	4.4 c)
	Any likely benefits to individuals, to the category of persons to which they belong, or the wider community that will arise from the research, or the compilation or analysis of statistics being undertaken in the manner proposed;
	

	4.4 d)
	Whether the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics design can be satisfied without relying on HPP 1.1(e) or HPP 2.2(g) and the defects in the activity that might arise if the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics was not conducted in the manner proposed;
	

	4.4 e)
	In considering benefits to the category of persons to which the individual(s) belong, specific consideration should be given to any likely benefits to individuals that belong to certain categories where the information may be of a particularly personal or sensitive nature.  Does the research involve subjects from any of the following categories?
	

	
	(i)
	Children and young people;
	

	
	(ii)
	Persons with intellectual or psychiatric disability;
	

	
	(iii)
	Persons highly dependent on medical care;
	

	
	(iv)
	Persons in dependent or unequal relationships;
	

	
	(v)
	Persons who are members of collectivities;
	

	
	(vi)
	Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples;
	

	
	(vii)
	Persons whose information relates to their mental or sexual health;
	

	4.4 f)
	The cost of not undertaking the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics (to government, the public, the health care system, etc);
	

	4.4 g)
	The public importance of the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics;
	

	4.4 h)
	Whether the risk of harm to an individual whose health information is to be collected, used or disclosed in the proposed research or the compilation or analysis of statistics is minimal, based on the information provided in response to sections 2.4 and/or 3.7 of the HPP guidelines
	

	4.4 i)
	The standards of conduct to be observed in the research or the compilation or analysis of statistics, including:
	

	
	(i)
	The study design and the scientific or other credentials of those involved in conducting the study;
	

	
	(ii)
	If the study involves contact with participants, the procedures or controls that will apply to ensure participants are treated with integrity and sensitivity, including whether questions to be asked or procedures to be employed are intrusive;
	

	
	(iii)
	Whether access to health information is restricted to appropriate personnel involved in conducting the proposed study;
	

	
	(iv)
	The procedures to be followed to ensure the information will not be published in a form that identifies particular individuals or from which an individual’s identity can be reasonably ascertained; and
	

	
	(v)
	The procedures to be followed at the completion of the proposed study to ensure that all data containing health information are at least as secure as they were in the sources from which the data were obtained, including the date when the data will be destroyed or returned.  These procedures must be in accordance with HPP 4.
	

	5.
	Certification by Principal Investigator

	
	I confirm that the above details are correct.

Signature:  ________________________________________  Date:  _______________

Name (please print):  

_________________________________________________________________
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