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Procedures for Ethical Review of Quality Assurance (QA) Projects

Version 5 – July 2010

(This document accompanies the Human Research Ethics Policy – RMU 03)

An activity where the primary purpose is to monitor, evaluate or improve the quality of health care delivered by a health care provider (an individual, a service or an organisation) is a quality assurance study.  QA should be an integral part of all health care delivery.

At the Cancer Council Victoria, this would include Clinical Management Surveys, Clinical Audits, and other such projects, evaluations of CISS services, evaluations of professional training programs or cancer prevention policy and programs.

Quality assurance and research are activities that form a continuum.  The ethical principles outlined in the National Statement on Ethical Conduct in Human Research 2007; integrity, respect for persons, beneficence and justice apply to all QA and research activities.  The National Statement includes ethical review for quality assurance activities under the banner of low and negligible risk.  At the Cancer Council Victoria the Institutional Research Review Committee reviews low and negligible risk research. 

The National Statement describes low risk research as ‘...research in which the only foreseeable risk is one of discomfort’ and negligible risk research as ‘...research in which there is no foreseeable risk of harm and discomfort; and any foreseeable risk is no more than inconvenience.’ A guide to these terms is found on page 16 of the National Statement. 

If a project is low risk the Submission Form (for HREC and IRRC) should be completed.  If a project is of negligible risk the Form for Exempt Projects should be completed.  Forms should be forwarded to Woody Macpherson, Head, Research Management Unit and the Institutional Research Review Committee will consider the project.

Please note that some journals expect evidence of ethical review of research irrespective of whether the research can be described as quality assurance activity.

For further information and assistance please contact Woody Macpherson ph 9635 5100 or email Woody.Macpherson@cancervic.org.au.
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� NHMRC advice 20 February 2003, “When does quality assurance in health care require independent ethical review?’ (Archived November 2009)






