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Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element	

Definition: 	 Alcohol consumed (g/d)

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 5

Layout: 	 NNN.NN

Data domain:	 Calculated grams of alcohol consumed per day in current decade 
Measured in grams to two decimal places 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 

Collection methods: 	 Grams per day alcohol consumed in current decade* 
Total grams of alcohol per day = grams of alcohol from wine per day + grams of 
alcohol from spirits per day + grams of alcohol from beer per day 

	 Definition of Current Decade 
Current alcohol data from baseline questionnaire is to be used for all calculations. 
The definition of current is: ‘alcohol consumption during the decade of life 
corresponding to age at baseline attendance.  For subjects 60-69 at baseline, we 
used data for age 60-69, for those 50-59 at baseline, use data for age 50-59, etc.’  
There are two exceptions: 
1. If age at baseline is >69, then last decade (60-69) will be used for calculations. 
2. If beer, wine and spirits questions in current age bracket have not been 		
	 answered i.e. are equal to spaces, then use the previous age bracket.
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Part 3: Alcohol
X162. Alcohol consumed (g/d) (alc_mrat)

*
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Field name:	 alc_mrat
Valid responses:	 41,475
Missing responses:	 39

 n Mean SD p25 Median p75 Min Max

Sex  

Female 24,463 7.2 12.5 0.0 1.0 10.5 0.0 312.7

Male 17,012 20.1 24.7 1.6 12.6 30.0 0.0 312.7

Total 41,475 12.5 19.6 0.0 4.2 16.9 0.0 312.7

         

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 28,517 12.6 19.6 0.0 4.3 17.0 0.0 312.7

Northern Europe 2,642 14.1 18.4 0.6 7.7 20.9 0.0 202.1

Southern Europe 10,316 11.7 19.9 0.0 1.2 15.9 0.0 172.4

Total 41,475 12.5 19.6 0.0 4.2 16.9 0.0 312.7

       

Age at baseline (years)       

<40 213 9.5 17.1 0.0 2.1 13.2 0.0 152.6

40-49 12,980 12.7 18.2 0.0 5.7 17.5 0.0 225.9

50-59 13,506 12.3 20.0 0.0 3.5 16.3 0.0 312.7

60-69 14,693 12.5 20.3 0.0 2.5 16.4 0.0 312.7

>=70 83 11.6 20.2 0.0 0.7 18.5 0.0 124.3

Total 41,475 12.5 19.6 0.0 4.2 16.9 0.0 312.7
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X163. NHMRC category alcohol consumed (g/d)  
(scat_alc_ord)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Composite data element

Definition: 	 NHMRC category alcohol consumed	

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 1

Layout: 	 N

Data domain:	 Categorisation of X162 (alc_mrat)  
NHMRC category alcohol consumed (g/d) in current decade* 
Male: 
1=0 grams 
2=1-39 grams 
3=40-59 grams 
4=60+ grams 
Female: 
1=0 grams 
2=1-19 grams 
3=20-39 grams 
4=40+ grams 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered

	 Definition of Current Decade 
Current alcohol data from baseline questionnaire is to be used for all calculations. 
The definition of current is: ‘alcohol consumption during the decade of life 
corresponding to age at baseline attendance.  For subjects 60-69 at baseline, we 
used data for age 60-69, for those 50-59 at baseline, use data for age 50-59, etc.’  
There are two exceptions: 
1. If age at baseline is >69, then last decade (60-69) will be used for calculations. 
2. If beer, wine and spirits questions in current age bracket have not been 		
	 answered i.e. are equal to spaces, then use the previous age bracket.

*
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Field name:	 scat_alc_ord
Valid responses:	 41,475
Missing responses:	 39

0 grams (M&F)
1-39 

grams(M)/ 
1-19 grams (F)

40-59 grams 
(M) / 20-39 
grams (F)

60+ grams 
(M) / 40+ 
grams (F)

Missing Total

N % N % N % N % N % N

Sex        

Female 10,339 42.3 11,407 46.6 2,098 8.6 619 2.5 6 0.0 24,469

Male 3,195 18.7 11,108 65.2 1,501 8.8 1,208 7.1 33 0.2 17,045

Total 13,534 32.6 22,515 54.2 3,599 8.7 1,827 4.4 39 0.1 41,514

            

Country of birth           

Australia / New Zealand 8,312 29.1 16,245 56.9 2,648 9.3 1,312 4.6 23 0.1 28,540

Northern Europe 561 21.2 1,684 63.7 287 10.9 110 4.2 2 0.1 2,644

Southern Europe 4,661 45.1 4,586 44.4 664 6.4 405 3.9 14 0.1 10,330

Total 13,534 32.6 22,515 54.2 3,599 8.7 1,827 4.4 39 0.1 41,514

            

Age at baseline (years)          

<40 76 35.7 114 53.5 19 8.9 4 1.9 0 0.0 213

40-49 3,243 25.0 7,996 61.5 1,200 9.2 541 4.2 14 0.1 12,994

50-59 4,650 34.4 7,120 52.7 1,127 8.3 609 4.5 12 0.1 13,518

60-69 5,525 37.6 7,247 49.3 1,250 8.5 671 4.6 11 0.1 14,704

>=70 40 47.1 38 44.7 3 3.5 2 2.4 2 2.4 85

Total 13,534 32.6 22,515 54.2 3,599 8.7 1,827 4.4 39 0.1 41,514
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X164. Alcohol in beer consumed (g/d) (beer_mrat)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element

Definition: 	 Alcohol in beer consumed (g/d)

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 5

Layout: 	 NNN.NN

Data domain:	 Calculated grams of alcohol consumed in beer per day in current decade*.  
Measured in grams to two decimal places. 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 

Collection methods: 	 Grams per day alcohol consumed in current decade*	

	 Definition of Current Decade 
Current alcohol data from baseline questionnaire is to be used for all calculations. 
The definition of current is: ‘alcohol consumption during the decade of life 
corresponding to age at baseline attendance.  For subjects 60-69 at baseline, we 
used data for age 60-69, for those 50-59 at baseline, use data for age 50-59, etc.’  
There are two exceptions: 
1. If age at baseline is >69, then last decade (60-69) will be used for calculations. 
2. If beer, wine and spirits questions in current age bracket have not been 		
	 answered i.e. are equal to spaces, then use the previous age bracket.
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Field name:	 beer_mrat
Valid responses:	 41,475
Missing responses:	 39

 n Mean SD p25 Median p75 Min Max

Sex  

Female 24,463 0.7 4.2 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 312.7

Male 17,012 8.4 17.1 0.0 1.7 7.9 0.0 312.7

Total 41,475 3.9 12.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 312.7

         

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 28,517 4.2 13.1 0.0 0.0 1.8 0.0 312.7

Northern Europe 2,642 3.6 11.4 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 198.0

Southern Europe 10,316 2.9 8.6 0.0 0.0 1.4 0.0 156.4

Total 41,475 3.9 12.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 312.7

       

Age at baseline (years)       

<40 213 2.5 8.2 0.0 0.0 0.4 0.0 84.8

40-49 12,980 3.5 10.9 0.0 0.0 1.9 0.0 208.5

50-59 13,506 3.8 12.3 0.0 0.0 1.3 0.0 312.7

60-69 14,693 4.2 12.7 0.0 0.0 1.8 0.0 312.7

>=70 83 3.4 7.9 0.0 0.0 1.9 0.0 41.7

Total 41,475 3.9 12.0 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 312.7

0
50

10
0

15
0

A
lc

oh
ol

 in
 b

ee
r 

co
ns

um
ed

 (
g/

d)

Australia/NZ Northern Europe Southern Europe
Exclude values in the top 99.9 percentile

0
50

10
0

15
0

A
lc

oh
ol

 in
 b

ee
r 

co
ns

um
ed

 (
g/

d)

Male Female
Exclude values in the top 99.9 percentile



606 The Cancer Council Victoria Epidemiology Centre 2008 – Melbourne Collaborative Cohort Study Databook 

X165. Alcohol in wine consumed (g/d) (wine_mrat)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element	

Definition: 	 Alcohol in wine consumed (g/d)

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 5

Layout: 	 NNN.NN

Data domain:	 Calculated grams of alcohol consumed in wine per day in current decade*.   
Measured in grams to two decimal places. 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 

Collection methods: 	 Grams per day alcohol consumed in current decade*

	 Definition of Current Decade 
Current alcohol data from baseline questionnaire is to be used for all calculations. 
The definition of current is: ‘alcohol consumption during the decade of life 
corresponding to age at baseline attendance.  For subjects 60-69 at baseline, we 
used data for age 60-69, for those 50-59 at baseline, use data for age 50-59, etc.’  
There are two exceptions: 
1. If age at baseline is >69, then last decade (60-69) will be used for calculations. 
2. If beer, wine and spirits questions in current age bracket have not been 		
	 answered i.e. are equal to spaces, then use the previous age bracket.
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Field name:	 wine_mrat
Valid responses:	 41,475
Missing responses:	 39

 n Mean SD p25 Median p75 Min Max

Sex  

Female 24,463 5.6 10.5 0.0 0.5 6.4 0.0 150.0

Male 17,012 10.2 16.1 0.0 2.1 15.0 0.0 210.0

Total 41,475 7.5 13.3 0.0 1.0 10.7 0.0 210.0

         

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 28,517 7.2 12.9 0.0 1.0 8.6 0.0 210.0

Northern Europe 2,642 9.1 12.9 0.0 4.3 15.0 0.0 150.0

Southern Europe 10,316 7.8 14.5 0.0 0 14.3 0.0 150.0

Total 41,475 7.5 13.3 0.0 1.0 10.7 0.0 210.0

       

Age at baseline (years)       

<40 213 5.7 10.5 0.0 0.5 6.4 0.0 75.0

40-49 12,980 8.1 12.9 0.0 2.1 12.9 0.0 210.0

50-59 13,506 7.4 13.5 0.0 1.0 10.7 0.0 150.0

60-69 14,693 7.0 13.6 0.0 0.0 8.6 0.0 180.0

>=70 83 7.2 15.8 0.0 0.0 8.6 0.0 100.0

Total 41,475 7.5 13.3 0.0 1.0 10.7 0.0 210.0
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X166. Alcohol in spirits consumed (g/d) (sprt_mrat)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element	

Definition: 	 Alcohol in spirits consumed (g/d)

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 5

Layout: 	 NNN.NN

Data domain:	 Calculated grams of alcohol consumed in spirits per day in current decade*.  
Measured in grams to two decimal places. 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 

Collection methods: 	 Grams per day alcohol consumed in current decade*

	 Definition of Current Decade 
Current alcohol data from baseline questionnaire is to be used for all calculations. 
The definition of current is: ‘alcohol consumption during the decade of life 
corresponding to age at baseline attendance.  For subjects 60-69 at baseline, we 
used data for age 60-69, for those 50-59 at baseline, use data for age 50-59, etc.’  
There are two exceptions: 
1. If age at baseline is >69, then last decade (60-69) will be used for calculations. 
2. If beer, wine and spirits questions in current age bracket have not been 		
	 answered i.e. are equal to spaces, then use the previous age bracket.
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Field name:	 sprt_mrat
Valid responses:	 41,475
Missing responses:	 39

 n Mean SD p25 Median p75 Min Max

Sex  

Female 24,463 0.8 3.4 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 153.6

Male 17,012 1.6 5.0 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 115.2

Total 41,475 1.1 4.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 153.6

         

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 28,517 1.1 4.2 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 153.6

Northern Europe 2,642 1.4 4.5 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 96.0

Southern Europe 10,316 1.0 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 96.0

Total 41,475 1.1 4.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 153.6

       

Age at baseline (years)       

<40 213 1.3 4.9 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 54.8

40-49 12,980 1.1 3.8 0.0 0.0 0.6 0.0 96.0

50-59 13,506 1.0 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 96.0

60-69 14,693 1.2 4.8 0.0 0.0 0.2 0.0 153.6

>=70 83 0.9 3.0 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 20.6

Total 41,475 1.1 4.1 0.0 0.0 0.3 0.0 153.6
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X167. Drinking status (alcst_cde)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element	

Definition: 	 Drinking status

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 1

Layout: 	 N

Data domain:	 Drinking status 
0=Lifetime abstainers 
1=Ex-drinkers 
2=Current drinkers 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered
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Field name:	 alcst_cde
Valid responses:	 41,475
Missing responses:	 39

Lifetime abstainers Ex-drinkers Current drinkers Missing Total

N % N % N % N % N

Sex        

Female 9,516 38.9 823 3.4 14,124 57.7 6 0.0 24,469

Male 2,355 13.8 840 4.9 13,817 81.1 33 0.2 17,045

Total 11,871 28.6 1,663 4.0 27,941 67.3 39 0.1 41,514

          

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 7,162 25.1 1,150 4.0 20,205 70.8 23 0.1 28,540

Northern Europe 432 16.3 129 4.9 2,081 78.7 2 0.1 2,644

Southern Europe 4,277 41.4 384 3.7 5,655 54.7 14 0.1 10,330

Total 11,871 28.6 1,663 4.0 27,941 67.3 39 0.1 41,514

          

Age at baseline (years)        

<40 72 33.8 4 1.9 137 64.3 0 0.0 213

40-49 2,760 21.2 483 3.7 9,737 74.9 14 0.1 12,994

50-59 4,176 30.9 474 3.5 8,856 65.5 12 0.1 13,518

60-69 4,828 32.8 697 4.7 9,168 62.4 11 0.1 14,704

>=70 35 41.2 5 5.9 43 50.6 2 2.4 85

Total 11,871 28.6 1,663 4.0 27,941 67.3 39 0.1 41,514
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X168. Total alcohol consumed per day in the last week  
(g/d) (tot_alclw_mrat)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element

Definition: 	 Total alcohol consumed per day in the last week (g/d)

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 5

Layout: 	 NNN.NN

Data domain:	 Calculated total alcohol consumed per day for the last week.   
Measured in grams per day to two decimal places. 
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 
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Field name:	 tot_alclw_mrat
Valid responses:	 41,194
Missing responses:	 320

 n Mean SD p25 Median p75 Min Max

Sex  

Female 24,337 5.9 10.5 0.0 0.0 8.6 0.0 312.7

Male 16,857 15.9 21.5 0.0 8.6 23.6 0.0 312.7

Total 41,194 10.0 16.7 0.0 2.1 14.9 0.0 312.7

         

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 28,332 10.3 16.9 0.0 3.5 15.0 0.0 312.7

Northern Europe 2,628 11.7 16.3 0.0 5.7 16.7 0.0 198.0

Southern Europe 10,234 8.6 16.2 0.0 0.0 12.9 0.0 249.1

Total 41,194 10.0 16.7 0.0 2.1 14.9 0.0 312.7

       

Age at baseline (years)       

<40 212 5.7 9.6 0.0 0.0 7.6 0.0 44.7

40-49 12,898 10.2 15.5 0.0 4.3 15.0 0.0 212.2

50-59 13,445 9.8 17.1 0.0 2.1 13.9 0.0 312.7

60-69 14,614 10.0 17.3 0.0 1.9 15.0 0.0 312.7

>=70 25 7.6 14.9 0.0 0.0 8.3 0.0 59.4

Total 41,194 10.0 16.7 0.0 2.1 14.9 0.0 312.7
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X169. Num days alcohol consumed in last week  
(alclw_nrat)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Derived data element	

Definition: 	 Num days alcohol consumed in last week

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 1

Layout: 	 N

Data domain:	 Calculated number of days consumed alcohol in last week.  
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 
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Field name:	 alclw_nrat
Valid responses:	 41,194
Missing responses:	 320

 n Mean SD p25 Median p75 Min Max

Sex  

Female 24,337 1.7 2.4 0.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 7.0

Male 16,857 3.0 2.8 0.0 2.0 6.0 0.0 7.0

Total 41,194 2.2 2.6 0.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 7.0

         

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 28,332 2.2 2.6 0.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 7.0

Northern Europe 2,628 2.6 2.6 0.0 2.0 5.0 0.0 7.0

Southern Europe 10,234 2.1 2.8 0.0 0.0 4.0 0.0 7.0

Total 41,194 2.2 2.6 0.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 7.0

       

Age at baseline (years)       

<40 212 1.4 2.1 0.0 0.0 2.0 0.0 7.0

40-49 12,898 2.2 2.4 0.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 7.0

50-59 13,445 2.2 2.6 0.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 7.0

60-69 14,614 2.3 2.8 0.0 1.0 5.0 0.0 7.0

>=70 25 1.6 2.6 0.0 0.0 3.0 0.0 7.0

Total 41,194 2.2 2.6 0.0 1.0 4.0 0.0 7.0
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X170. Category alcohol consumed per day (scat_alclw_ord)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Composite data element

Definition: 	 Category alcohol consumed per day

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 1

Layout: 	 N

Data domain:	 Categorisation of X168 total alcohol consumed per day in the last week (g/d) 
(tot_alclw_mrat) 
Male: 
1 = 0 grams 
2 = 1-39 grams 
3 = 40-59 grams 
4 = 60+ grams 
Female: 
1= 0 grams 
2= 1-19 grams 
3 = 20-39 grams 
4 = 40+ grams  
Spaces=Not able to be determined/not answered 
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Field name:	 scat_alclw_ord
Valid responses:	 41,194
Missing responses:	 320

0 grams (M/F)
1-39 grams 
(M) / 1-19 
grams (F)

40-59 grams 
(M) / 20-39 
grams (F)

60+ grams (M) 
/ 40+ grams (F) Missing Total

N % N % N % N % N % N

Sex        

Female 13,151 53.7 9,064 37.0 1,733 7.1 389 1.6 132 0.5 24,469

Male 5,051 29.6 9,907 58.1 1,135 6.7 764 4.5 188 1.1 17,045

Total 18,202 43.8 18,971 45.7 2,868 6.9 1,153 2.8 320 0.8 41,514

            

Country of birth           

Australia / New Zealand 11,810 41.4 13,438 47.1 2,219 7.8 865 3.0 208 0.7 28,540

Northern Europe 885 33.5 1,437 54.3 229 8.7 77 2.9 16 0.6 2,644

Southern Europe 5,507 53.3 4,096 39.7 420 4.1 211 2.0 96 0.9 10,330

Total 18,202 43.8 18,971 45.7 2,868 6.9 1,153 2.8 320 0.8 41,514

            

Age at baseline (years)          

<40 117 54.9 86 40.4 7 3.3 2 0.9 1 0.5 213

40-49 4,950 38.1 6,631 51.0 996 7.7 321 2.5 96 0.7 12,994

50-59 6,137 45.4 6,010 44.5 905 6.7 393 2.9 73 0.5 13,518

60-69 6,982 47.5 6,237 42.4 958 6.5 437 3.0 90 0.6 14,704

>=70 16 18.8 7 8.2 2 2.4 0 0.0 60 70.6 85

Total 18,202 43.8 18,971 45.7 2,868 6.9 1,153 2.8 320 0.8 41,514
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Q41. Representation of average alcohol amount  
(drkamt_cde)

Version: 	B aseline n0

Identifying and definitional attributes

Data element type:	 Data element

Definition: 	R epresentation of average alcohol amount

Relational and representational attributes

Data type: 	 Numeric	

Field size:	 Min. 1	 Max. 1

Layout: 	 N

Data domain:	 1=Less 
2=Same 
3=More 
Space=Not answered

Collection methods: 	 Q41: ‘Is the amount you drank last week more, less or about the same as you 
would drink most weeks?’ 



619Volume 3: Diet and alcohol

Field name:	 drkamt_cde
Valid responses:	 12,748
Missing responses:	 28,766

Less Same More Missing Total

N % N % N % N % N

Sex        

Female 2,316 9.5 9,956 40.7 2,270 9.3 9,927 40.6 24,469

Male 2,368 13.9 9,721 57.0 2,135 12.5 2,821 16.6 17,045

Total 4,684 11.3 19,677 47.4 4,405 10.6 12,748 30.7 41,514

          

Country of birth         

Australia / New Zealand 3,357 11.8 13,983 49.0 3,449 12.1 7,751 27.2 28,540

Northern Europe 371 14.0 1,467 55.5 325 12.3 481 18.2 2,644

Southern Europe 956 9.3 4,227 40.9 631 6.1 4,516 43.7 10,330

Total 4,684 11.3 19,677 47.4 4,405 10.6 12,748 30.7 41,514

          

Age at baseline (years)        

<40 31 14.6 75 35.2 29 13.6 78 36.6 213

40-49 1,789 13.8 6,399 49.2 1,800 13.9 3,006 23.1 12,994

50-59 1,451 10.7 6,238 46.1 1,403 10.4 4,426 32.7 13,518

60-69 1,412 9.6 6,956 47.3 1,172 8.0 5,164 35.1 14,704

>=70 1 1.2 9 10.6 1 1.2 74 87.1 85

Total 4,684 11.3 19,677 47.4 4,405 10.6 12,748 30.7 41,514


